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Capt A1 1 man

I  we l l  remember  the  purchase o f  the  Von Rtbbent rop  i tems wh ich  you asked about
dur ing  our  te lephone conversa t ion  o f  Apt ' i l  5 ,  1989.  I  ob ta ined the  i tems,
wh ich  inc luded two f i .earms;  a  Sys tem Mauser  Broomhand le  w i th  match ing  s tock ,
ser ia l  number  342 and a  1908 1s t  i ssue P.08  Luger ,  ser ia l  number  8989 w i th
ho ls te r ,  too l  ,  and ex t ra  magaz ine  f rom Co l  Hovrard  E.  Go ldsmi th  (USA Ret i red)  in
January  1980.  Co l  Go ldsmi th ,  whom I  had met  th rough mutua l  membersh ip  in
van ious  ve terans  gnoups,  had taken the  guns  f rom the  persona l  e f fec ts  o f
Joach im Von R ibbent rop  in  May 1945.

l ihen  I  purchased the  i tems. f ro rn  Co l  Go ldsmi th ,  he . fu rn ' i shed me w i th  a  s igned
card  (da ted  Jan 24 ,  1980)  as  a  p roo f  o f  purchase.  A  few weeks  la ten  he
prov ided me w i th  a  s igned le t te r  (da ted  Feb 12 ,  1980)  fu r ther  ver i f y ing  the
authent ic i t y  o f  the  i tens .  La ter ,  I rhen the  guns  were  so ld  ( to  Har ry  G.  Akers
o f  Carno l l ton ,  Texas) ,  the  documents  were  inc luded w i th  the  guns .  I  unders tand
t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l s  w e r e  l a t e r  l o s t  i n  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  b a n k r u p t c y
and subsequent  su ic ide  o f  one o f  the  guns  subsequent  owners ,  Rober t  B .  Pope.  I
ver i f y  thd t  the  photocop ies  wh ich  you sent  me are  t rue  cop ies  o f  the  or ig ina l
card / le t te r  g iven  me by  Co l  Go ldsmi th .

I  hope th is  in fo rmat ion  is  o f  he1 p  to  you.

I  Ben E.  Cur t i s  fo rmer ly  o f  Duncanv i l le ,  Texas 'and cur ren t ly  o f  Mesqu i te ,  Texas
ve | i f y  tha t  the  above in fomat ion  is  t rue  and cor rec t  to  the  bes t  o f  my
knowl edqe.

s r g n e d ,  A  .
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